
December 5-10, 2022 

A deeper look into the 

weekly sermon. 

Dive in! 

Entrusted with the Presence of Christ 

Luke 2:22-38 

What will you do with the presence of Jesus? Simeon was ready 

for greater intimacy with the Savior of the world. Are you?  

 

 

 

 

 

The presence of Christ can bring great reward. 



Monday, December 5, 2022 

Purification 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who 

first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) Luke 2:22-23 

Please read Luke 2:21-24, Exodus 13:1-16, and Leviticus 12:1-8 today. It has been 40 days since the 
birth of Jesus. On the eighth day, he was circumcised and given the name Jesus—the name given by 
the angel. Now, in keeping with the Law, but also with a desire to be pure, Mary and Joseph make the 
journey from Bethlehem to the temple in Jerusalem, about 5 miles. It would take about 37 minutes 
today (not counting the process of getting through the wall). Not every parent would have the 
opportunity to go to the temple for this presentation. This was a special time for this family. They would 
have had to make their way through Jerusalem and up to the 35-acre temple mount. They would have 
secured their sacrifices—two pigeons or turtledoves, as they were not wealthy enough for a greater 
sacrifice. They would have taken these to the priest, who would have made the sacrifice for them, and 
they would have dedicated this son, the first from the womb to the Lord. All of this was done by the 
parents whom the Lord God had chosen to bear the responsibility of raising Jesus. They needed to 
fulfill the Law for him, and they did. Imagine walking, with the Son of God in your hands, to the temple 
mount. It’s hard for us to imagine. Our culture is so different. This is so much more than a child 
dedication. This is a purification for the parents. In this case, Mary and Joseph knew the true gravity of 
what parenthood would be for them—at least, they were getting a sense of it. How important is purity 
to you? In the presence of Christ, Mary and Joseph were moved to purity. Are you? Do you seek to be 
pure before the Lord? Confession and repentance allow for purification to wash over you. Let’s spend 
some time seeking that purification before the Lord today. 

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 

Committed 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses… 
… this man was righteous and devout… 
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 

 Luke 2:22, 25, 37 

Please read and/or listen to Luke 2:22-38 today. Throughout the week we will be looking at how 
each of the people involved responded to the presence of Jesus. As you read today, notice how 
each of these people is described before they meet Jesus. For Mary and Joseph, we can see that 
they knew the Law of Moses. They were followers of the Law who were seeking purity. Simeon 
was righteous and devout. And Anna? She worshiped day and night in the temple—apparently for 
many, many years. We are reading about a moment in time that was set from before the creation 
of the world. Five lives will intersect on this day and the glory of the Lord will be present on the 
temple mount. Suddenly, the Lord in his temple will appear (Malachi 3:1) and their lives will never 
be the same again! Have you found that to be true for you? Are you a God-seeker? Do you long 
for his presence in your life? Do you worship? Are you righteous and devout? Are you seeking 
purity? Have you known—really known—the presence of Jesus?  



Wednesday, December 7, 2022 

Jesus 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law... Luke 2:26-27 

Please read Luke 2:25-33 again today. Another gift is given to Simeon: Jesus. God had let Simeon 
know that he would see the Messiah he was waiting for before he died. Because of this statement—
and a life defined by righteousness and devoutness—many believe he was an older man. The Spirit 
led him to go to the Temple mount, a 35-acre complex, guided at just the right moment to just the right 
place to see Mary, Joseph, and the baby. When he sees them, apparently he immediately knows that 
this baby is indeed the Messiah. He does not seem surprised at all to find this was the way the 
prophecies were to be fulfilled. He does not seem surprised that a baby will bring consolation to Israel. 
He takes the baby in his arms and blesses God. Pause here for a moment. Picture the scene. The 
temple mount is crowded with people, many religious people—Pharisees and Sadducees who are 
there in the area. Amid the chaos, a seemingly ordinary man approaches Mary and Joseph, asks to 
hold the baby, and then begins to bless that baby. But what happens in between? Does Simeon look 
into the eyes of the Messiah? What kind of warmth overtakes him as he holds this baby? What does 
he see in the eyes that look back at him? Does he feel as though the One he is holding is actually 
holding him? He is no longer waiting. He has embraced the presence of God. He knows he has seen 
the salvation of God and he is ready to go—to depart in peace (remember 2:14). This is the Savior of 
the world—Jew and Gentile will now have the possibility to be saved. He will be revealed to the 
Gentiles and will be the glory of Israel. Hallelujah! Christ has come! Do you know the presence of 
Christ in your life? Do you have peace? Pause right now and take some deep breaths. Close your 
eyes and allow the peace of Christ to calm your heart. 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Waiting 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. Luke 2:25 

Please read Luke 2:25-33 today. I find Simeon to be one of the most significant men in Scripture. 
One of the carols I love to sing at Christmas is Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus, written by 
Charles Wesley in the mid-1700s. The Messiah was expected. It was clear throughout the Old 
Testament that the Messiah would come. Simeon was given a special gift from God: the Holy 
Spirit was on him. After the ascension of Jesus, the Holy Spirit will manifest himself differently, 
coming into the lives of those who trust in Jesus, but before that, God sent his Holy Spirit to 
certain people at certain times to fulfill his purposes. David and Samson are two examples of this. 
Simeon had the Holy Spirit upon him and, as such, he was righteous and devout, committed to 
serving God. He sought to be holy—to be right before God. He sought this devout—fervent—
wholehearted. And he was waiting. We are not told how long. We do not know how old he was. 
But we know he was waiting for comfort to come to Israel through the promised Messiah. Waiting 
is hard. We live in a day and time where waiting is most difficult. So many things are available 
instantly. Simeon waited. He waited for God to fulfill the promises he had made. How are you 
going about the waiting? God has made promises that will be fulfilled at the next appearing of 
Christ. We will enter his presence forever, experiencing all the peace and joy that we long for. Are 
you content to wait for him to come or are you trying to make that all happen now? God, help us 
in our waiting to seek righteousness and to be devout in our pursuit of you. May we live by the 
power of the Holy Spirit that you have given us. Amen. 



Disclaimer 

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that 

thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” Luke 2:33-35 

Please read and/or listen to Luke 2:22-38 today. There is such great joy in this passage and such 
great opportunity to embrace the presence of God and to worship him. And yet, within the 
blessing is the reality that we live in today. The great question of all time can be summed up in 
this: “Who is Jesus to you?” While he brings peace with God to all who turn to him, he brings the 
fall of all who are opposed. Mary’s heart will be pierced as she watches the ministry and mission 
of Jesus unfold. She will see him rejected and she will experience pain from his focus on his 
Father’s work. She will see him die. While Jesus comes to bring peace, his presence will bring 
division. Those who choose to remain in prideful rebellion against God will not experience the 
peace with God that he came to bring. They will not know him as Savior. God is reaching to the 
world in love through Jesus. Most will reject that love. It is even more urgent for us to make him 
known. Like Simeon and Anna, may we be so changed by who God has made us to be that we 
declare the presence of God to a world that needs Jesus. God, may 
you shine your light through us. Change us and help us radiate your 
love! Amen. 

Friday, December 9, 2022 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 

Thanks 

And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who 

were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. Luke 2:38 

Please read and/or listen to Luke 2:36-38 today. The last of the five people we are looking at this 
week is Anna. Unlike Simeon, we are told her age. She is a worshiper. It is what defines her. Is 
there anyone you would define as a worshiper? What comes to your mind when you read the 
description of Anna? In the hustle of the temple mount, she is a regular fixture. Perhaps she goes 
unnoticed because she is always there. While it seems like no one else is aware of what is going 
on with Simeon and Jesus, Anna is. She came up at just the right moment to take it all in. God is 
on the temple mount and only four people notice. But then, Anna starts doing what worshipers do 
when they encounter Jesus—thanksgiving and praise, with the declaration of his presence! We 
are not told that anyone else entered into the moment of worship that these five were engaged in, 
but it was not because it was being kept a secret! Simeon, Anna, Mary, and Joseph were not 
surprised at the way the Messiah came; they thanked God and praised him for it. I can imagine 
they were quite changed from this moment in time that had been put on the calendar before one 
stone had been placed in the foundation of the earth. How do you worship God? Does your 
worship of him define you? How can you begin to have your heart become an even greater heart 
of worship? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 


